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Abstract: World War 11 profoundly influenced English literature, particularly through the emergence of
Holocaust narratives that document trauma, survival, and moral ambiguity. Elie Wiesel’s Night is one of the
most significant literary testimonies of the Holocaust, offering a firsthand account of the atrocities
experienced in Nazi concentration camps. This study critically examines Night in the broader context of
postwar literature, exploring its contributions to trauma representation, memory transmission, and ethical
dilemmas. Through a meta-synthetic analysis of scholarly works, this research addresses three key questions:
(1) How does Night contribute to the understanding of trauma and memory in postwar literature? (2) What are
the key literary and ethical elements in Night that differentiate it from other Holocaust narratives? and (3)
How has the reception of Night evolved in educational and literary discourse over time? Findings reveal that
Night employs fragmented narration, silence, and minimalist prose to convey the ineffability of trauma,
reinforcing its literary and psychological impact. Additionally, the memoir’s rejection of sentimentalism and
its portrayal of survival as morally ambiguous set it apart from other Holocaust accounts. Over time, Night
has transitioned from relative obscurity to a foundational text in Holocaust education and global memory
studies, shaping discussions on genocide prevention and ethical witnessing. This study underscores Night's
enduring relevance in literature, history, and ethics, advocating for continued scholarly engagement with its
themes in contemporary discourse on trauma and human rights.
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INTRODUCTION

World War Il remains one of the most influential
global conflicts that reshaped societies, politics,
and literature. The trauma of war, genocide, and
forced displacement profoundly impacted literary
traditions, giving rise to testimonial literature and
the genre of Holocaust memoirs. Elie Wiesel’s
Night (2006) stands as a seminal work within
Holocaust literature, portraying the horrors of the
Nazi concentration camps and the moral,
psychological, and spiritual toll on its survivors.
Night serves as both a personal account and a
broader reflection on human suffering, raising
ethical and philosophical questions about
memory, trauma, and the role of testimony in
historical consciousness (Berger, 2021; Levin,
2021).

The study of Holocaust literature has been a
crucial area of research in English literary studies,
particularly regarding how trauma, memory, and
historical narratives are represented in literary
works (Berger, 2021; Berger, 2023). Elie Wiesel’s
Night is frequently analyzed as a seminal work
that provides an autobiographical account of
Holocaust survival, blending personal testimony

with broader historical implications (Krueger,
2023; Levin, 2021). Scholars emphasize the role
of memoirs like Night in shaping post-Holocaust
discourse and contributing to collective memory
(Goldwyn, 2021; Grindler, 2021).

The concept of testimony and witnessing in
Holocaust literature has been  explored
extensively, with Night serving as a key text that
exemplifies the ethical obligations of survivors to
recount their experiences (Davis & Meretoja,
2022; Doran, 2024). Researchers argue that
Holocaust memoirs function as both historical
documentation and literary works, bridging the
gap between factual accounts and emotional
engagement (DuSani¢, 2024; Glesener &
Buschmeier, 2024). The role of witness literature
in shaping historical consciousness is also evident
in comparative studies of different testimonial
accounts (Elsky, 2024; lonescu, 2024).

Scholars have examined the literary techniques
used in Night to convey trauma and memory,
particularly its sparse prose and fragmented
narrative structure (Hayes, 2022; Shawon, 2024).
Wiesel’s use of silence and ambiguity is a
recurrent theme in literary analysis, emphasizing
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the difficulty of articulating trauma (Mahle, 1985;
Casey et al.,, 2023). The impact of linguistic
choices in conveying Holocaust experiences is
further explored in comparative studies with other
Holocaust narratives (Siertsema, 2022; Stanton,
2023).

The psychological and sociological
dimensions of Holocaust literature have been the
subject of increasing scholarly interest (Matthews,
2023; Michman, 2021). Night is often analyzed in
relation to the effects of trauma, survivor guilt,
and the moral dilemmas faced by victims (Qizi,
2024; Teo, 2024). Some studies focus on the
intergenerational transmission of trauma, arguing
that texts like Night serve as conduits for
historical memory across generations (Westin,
2025; Wunderli, 2022). The role of Holocaust
literature in contemporary ethical debates further
highlights its enduring relevance (Whitehorn,
2024; Zihlke, 2023).

Recent research has explored the pedagogical
implications of teaching Night in educational
settings (Bell et al., 2024; Dyches et al., 2021).
The novel’s ability to engage students in
discussions on ethics, history, and literature
makes it a valuable teaching tool (Doran, 2024;
Gudgel, 2024). Some scholars advocate for the
integration of art and visual media to enhance
students’ understanding of Holocaust narratives
(Cheyette, 2024; Hagemann, 2023). Furthermore,
research suggests that Night plays a significant
role in shaping students’ historical empathy and
critical thinking skills (Engola, 2024; Jaya, 2021).

Several studies highlight the tension between
fact and fiction in Holocaust literature, examining
how Night navigates the boundaries between
historical accuracy and literary representation
(Schwartz et al.,, 2021; Rameshbhai, 2022).
Researchers debate the extent to which Wiesel’s
memoir adheres to factual retellings, with some
arguing that the blending of personal memory and
collective history enhances rather than diminishes
its authenticity (Marushiakova & Popov, 2022;
Quigley, 2021).

Scholarly discourse also extends to the
portrayal of faith and its transformation in
Holocaust literature. Wiesel’s spiritual crisis, as
depicted in Night, is central to broader discussions
of theodicy and post-Holocaust theology (Petrolle,
2024; Krongold, 2023). Some scholars compare
Wiesel’s loss of faith with the works of other
Holocaust writers, analyzing different responses
to suffering and divine silence (Karwowska,
2021; von Kellenbach, 2021).

Additionally, studies explore the influence of
Night on subsequent Holocaust narratives and the
broader genre of genocide literature (Volkova,
2021; Wasowicz-Miszczynska, 2024). The
memoir’s impact on later testimonies and its role
in shaping post-war literary responses have been
widely examined (Levin, 2021; Jones-Katz,
2023). Some researchers argue that Night set a
precedent for Holocaust literature by prioritizing
personal witness accounts over historical
exposition (Matthews, 2023; Petrolle, 2024).

Furthermore, comparative analyses between
Night and other literary works, such as
Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut, reveal
how Holocaust literature interacts with broader
themes of war, memory, and existential reflection
(Vonnegut, 2009; Babu & Virgin, 2024). These
comparisons underscore the universal
implications of Holocaust narratives beyond
Jewish history, engaging with themes of human
suffering and resilience (Buschmeier & Glesener,
2024; Casey et al., 2023).

Lastly, recent research has focused on
translation studies and the linguistic challenges of
rendering Holocaust testimonies in different
languages (Mukhamedova, 2021; Engola, 2024).
The translation of Night has been analyzed in
terms of semantic shifts and the preservation of
emotional intensity across languages, with
scholars emphasizing the importance of linguistic
fidelity in Holocaust literature (Owens, 2006;
Sabanci Uzun, 2019).

Despite extensive scholarship on Night and its
role in Holocaust literature, gaps remain regarding
its reception across different cultural and
pedagogical contexts. While Wiesel’s work has
been widely studied in North America and
Western Europe, fewer studies have explored its
impact in non-Western educational settings or its
influence on contemporary literature dealing with
war trauma (Michman, 2021; Shawon, 2024).
Additionally, there is limited research on the
evolving interpretations of Night in digital and
multimedia formats, such as film adaptations and
online educational resources.

This study addresses the following research
questions: (1) How does Night contribute to the
understanding of trauma and memory in postwar
literature? (2) What are the key literary and
ethical elements in Night that differentiate it from
other Holocaust narratives? (3) How has the
reception of Night evolved in educational and
literary discourse over time?

This study provides a fresh perspective on
Night by integrating literary, historical, and
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pedagogical analyses. Unlike previous works that
primarily focus on its historical accuracy or
literary style, this research examines the novel’s
evolving role in contemporary discussions on
trauma, ethics, and education. By synthesizing
recent findings, this study contributes to the
broader discourse on Holocaust literature’s
relevance in a rapidly changing world,
highlighting its continued significance in fostering
historical awareness and moral reflection (Teo,
2024; Wasowicz-Miszczynska, 2024).

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design
through a meta-synthetic analysis of existing
scholarship on Night and Holocaust literature.
Meta-synthesis involves systematically reviewing
and integrating findings from previous studies to
develop a comprehensive understanding of the
subject (Davis & Meretoja, 2022; Krueger, 2023).

By analyzing scholarly articles, books, and
dissertations, this study identifies recurring
themes, theoretical perspectives, and

methodological approaches in Holocaust literature
research (Berger, 2023; Casey et al., 2023).

The data sources for this study include peer-
reviewed journal articles, academic monographs,
and historical documents related to Night and
Holocaust literature. The selection criteria focus
on publications from 2021 to 2025 to ensure
relevance to contemporary literary criticism (E
Glesener & Buschmeier, 2024; Cheyette, 2024).
The study employs thematic coding to categorize
recurring concepts such as trauma representation,
narrative structure, faith and existential crises, and
the ethical dimensions of witnessing (Levin,
2021; Hayes, 2022).

Furthermore, comparative literary analysis is
used to examine how Night aligns with or
diverges from other Holocaust narratives,
emphasizing its unique contributions to the genre
(Helfgot, 2021; Quigley, 2021). The study also
integrates insights from translation studies to
assess how linguistic adaptations affect the
interpretation of Holocaust testimonies across
cultures (Mukhamedova, 2021; Owens, 2006).
Ultimately, this methodological approach
provides a synthesized perspective on the literary,
historical, and ethical significance of Night within
Holocaust literature.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
How does Night contribute to the understanding
of trauma and memory in postwar literature?
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Elie Wiesel’s Night is a seminal work in postwar
literature, offering a deeply personal yet
universally significant exploration of trauma and
memory. The memoir captures the devastating
impact of the Holocaust not only on the individual
but also on collective consciousness. By
presenting an unfiltered account of suffering,
Night aligns with broader literary trends in trauma
literature, which seek to convey the psychological
disintegration and existential dislocation of
survivors (Davis & Meretoja, 2022; Hayes, 2022).
The fragmented structure of Wiesel’s narrative
reflects the chaotic, non-linear nature of traumatic
memory, reinforcing how survivors often
experience the past as an ever-present reality
(Doran, 2024; Elsky, 2024). The abrupt shifts in
time and space within Night mirror the intrusive,
disjointed recollections of Holocaust survivors, a
narrative technique that has since influenced
numerous postwar trauma texts (Grindler, 2021,
Krueger, 2023).

Silence as a literary and psychological response
A striking feature of Night is its use of silence,
which serves as both a literary technique and a
psychological response to trauma. The memoir
frequently employs moments of stark silence,
reflecting the inability of language to fully capture
the horrors of genocide (Engola, 2024; lonescu,
2024). This aligns with theories of trauma
literature that suggest extreme suffering often
resists articulation, leading to gaps in narrative
and meaning (Teo, 2024; Siertsema, 2022).
Wiesel’s portrayal of God’s silence—especially in
the face of unimaginable atrocities—adds another
layer of complexity, as it represents both an
existential void and a broader theological crisis
faced by many survivors (Quigley, 2021; Stanton,
2023). By depicting silence as a central motif,
Night contributes to a growing body of literature
that recognizes the limits of testimony and the
enduring struggle of survivors to give voice to
their suffering.
Intergenerational trauma and
transmission

Beyond its immediate impact on Holocaust
survivors, Night plays a pivotal role in shaping
intergenerational memory. Scholars emphasize
that second and third-generation survivors often
inherit the psychological weight of their
ancestors’ trauma, even without direct exposure to
the original events (Westin, 2025; Gudgel, 2024).
The memoir acts as a bridge between past and
present, allowing subsequent generations to

memory
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engage with, process, and internalize historical
trauma. By documenting personal experiences,
Wiesel provides a means for descendants to
understand their inherited suffering and cultural
identity (Schwartz, Weller, & Winkel, 2021,
Stanton, 2023). This dynamic underscores the
concept of “postmemory,” where the memories of
traumatic events are transmitted through
storytelling, shaping the historical consciousness
of those who did not experience them firsthand
(Goldwyn, 2021; Karwowska, 2021).

Memory as a moral obligation

Another crucial aspect of Night is its function as a
counter-memory against Holocaust denial and
revisionism. By offering a firsthand account of the
atrocities, the memoir stands as evidence against
efforts to distort or minimize the Holocaust’s
historical reality (Michman, 2021; Levin, 2021).
Wiesel’s insistence on bearing witness serves as a
moral imperative, reinforcing the idea that
remembering is not just a personal act but a
collective  responsibility  (Jones-Katz, 2023;
Whitehorn, 2024). This aligns with broader trends
in Holocaust literature, which emphasize the
importance of testimony in preserving historical
truth and ensuring that past atrocities are neither
forgotten nor repeated (Helfgot, 2021; Hayes,

2022). The memoir’s impact is particularly
significant in educational contexts, where it is
used to instill ethical awareness and historical
consciousness in younger generations (Bell,
Schaffer, & Gangwish, 2024; Gudgel, 2024).

Challenging traditional narratives of survival
Unlike many war memoirs that focus on resilience
and heroism, Night presents survival as an
arbitrary and morally ambiguous process.
Wiesel’s narrative challenges the conventional
portrayal of survivors as figures of strength and
perseverance, instead highlighting the role of
luck, circumstance, and moral compromise in
survival (Levin, 2021; Matthews, 2023). The
memoir raises uncomfortable ethical questions
about human behavior under extreme duress,
particularly in scenes where prisoners turn against
one another out of desperation (Rameshbhai,
2022; Shawon, 2024). The depiction of survival
as a morally complex and often guilt-ridden
experience sets Night apart from other Holocaust
narratives that emphasize triumph over adversity.
By exposing the psychological burden of survival,
Wiesel expands the discourse on postwar trauma,
highlighting the ongoing struggles faced by those
who lived through the Holocaust long after
liberation (Kvas, 2024; Zihlke, 2023).

Table 1. Contributions of night to trauma and memory in postwar literature

Key Feature
Fragmented Narrative

Explanation

of trauma memory.

Reflects the disorientation and non-linearity

Supporting Scholars
Davis & Meretoja (2022), Hayes
(2022), Doran (2024)

Silence and Gaps Represents the

ineffability of extreme
suffering and theological crisis.

Engola (2024), lonescu (2024),
Quigley (2021)

Intergenerational Influences second and

third-generation Westin (2025), Gudgel (2024),

Memory Holocaust survivors. Schwartz et al. (2021)
Memory as a Moral Counteracts Holocaust denial and ensures Michman (2021), Levin (2021),
Obligation historical preservation. Whitehorn (2024)

Survival as Arbitrary
triumph of resilience.

Depicts survival as luck-based rather than a

Levin (2021), Matthews (2023),
Ziihlke (2023)

Night significantly contributes to postwar
literature by offering a harrowing yet deeply
insightful exploration of trauma and memory.
Through its fragmented narrative, use of silence,
and intergenerational impact, the memaoir reshapes
how readers and scholars understand the
psychological aftereffects of the Holocaust.
Furthermore, Night’s ethical imperatives—such as
its rejection of heroism and its insistence on
bearing witness—reinforce its lasting relevance in
contemporary discussions on historical trauma.
Future studies should explore how Night
continues to shape global discourse on memory,
ethics, and trauma literature in the 21st century.

Key literary and ethical elements in night that
differentiate it from other holocaust narratives

Elie Wiesel’s Night is distinct among Holocaust
narratives due to its literary style and ethical
engagement with themes of suffering, survival,
and moral ambiguity. Unlike many Holocaust
memoirs that incorporate detailed historical
exposition, Wiesel’s work employs minimalist
prose and fragmented structure, creating a raw
and immediate portrayal of trauma (Grindler,
2021; Wounderli, 2022). This stylistic choice
heightens the emotional gravity of the narrative,
forcing readers to engage directly with the horrors
of the Holocaust without the filter of elaborate
description or literary embellishment (Buschmeier

32



ENGLISH REVIEW: Journal of English Education
Volume 13, Issue 1, February 2025

& Glesener, 2024; Teo, 2024). The sparseness of
Wiesel’s writing mirrors the inexpressibility of
the suffering endured, aligning Night with ethical
imperatives in Holocaust literature that prioritize
truthfulness and avoid romanticization
(Hagemann, 2023; Goldwyn, 2021).

Minimalist prose and literary restraint

One of the defining literary elements of Night is
Wiesel’s deliberate use of a minimalist prose
style, which starkly contrasts with the more
elaborate storytelling found in other Holocaust
memoirs, such as Primo Levi’s If This Is a Man or
Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl
(Grindler, 2021; Hayes, 2022). Wiesel’s sentences
are often brief, declarative, and stripped of
ornamentation, reflecting the raw emotional state
of a survivor who struggles to process the horrors
he endured (Wunderli, 2022; Michman, 2021).
This conciseness enhances the text’s immediacy,
allowing the reader to experience the
protagonist’s trauma with an almost visceral
intensity (Buschmeier & Glesener, 2024; Levin,
2021). The use of simple yet powerful language
aligns with ethical concerns in Holocaust
literature, ensuring that the narrative remains
authentic  without  sensationalizing  tragedy
(Schwartz, Weller, & Winkel, 2021; Stanton,
2023).

Ethical dilemmas and the breakdown of faith and
morality
Night stands apart from many Holocaust
narratives due to its unflinching portrayal of
ethical dilemmas, particularly those surrounding
faith, morality, and survival. While other
memoirs, such as Viktor Frankl’s Man'’s Search
for Meaning, emphasize resilience and the
psychological strength of survivors, Wiesel
presents a far more unsettling depiction of human
frailty under duress (Helfgot, 2021; wvon
Kellenbach, 2021). The text repeatedly confronts
the moral compromises made by individuals
struggling to survive, including moments when
the protagonist questions his own ethical
boundaries (Doran, 2024; Jaya, 2021). Scenes of
sons abandoning their fathers in moments of
desperation, or the silent complicity of bystanders
witnessing brutality, challenge the conventional
framing of Holocaust victims as purely innocent
sufferers (Quigley, 2021; Karwowska, 2021).
Wiesel also documents the erosion of religious
faith in the face of extreme suffering, particularly
through the protagonist’s spiritual crisis. While
some Holocaust literature reaffirms faith as a
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means of survival, Night presents the loss of faith
as an inevitable consequence of prolonged
exposure to cruelty and dehumanization (Levin,
2021; Michman, 2021). The recurring motif of
silence—both divine and human—underscores the
ethical weight of witnessing atrocities without
intervention (Hagemann, 2023; Matthews, 2023).
This theological crisis differentiates Night from
other survivor testimonies, positioning it as a
work that not only records suffering but also
interrogates the moral and philosophical
implications of genocide (Schwartz, Weller, &
Winkel, 2021; Stanton, 2023).

Rejection of sentimentalism and absence of
redemption

Unlike many Holocaust narratives that seek to
impose a redemptive arc or a sense of closure,
Night resists sentimental resolutions. Wiesel does
not offer comforting reflections on the resilience
of the human spirit or the ultimate triumph of
good over evil (Goldwyn, 2021; Hayes, 2022).
Instead, he leaves readers with unresolved moral
dilemmas, reinforcing the irreparable nature of the
Holocaust’s trauma (Davis & Meretoja, 2022;
Teo, 2024). The narrative’s conclusion—marked
by the protagonist’s reflection on his own hollow,
spectral existence—challenges the reader to
grapple with the lingering impact of trauma
beyond the events of the war (Engola, 2024;
lonescu, 2024).

Moreover, Night does not frame survival as a
moral victory but rather as an arbitrary occurrence
dictated by luck and circumstance (Gudgel, 2024;
Stanton, 2023). This portrayal subverts common
literary tropes in Holocaust narratives, where
perseverance and resistance are often emphasized
as key themes (Levin, 2021; Whitehorn, 2024).
By denying the reader an uplifting resolution,
Wiesel underscores the ethical responsibility of
remembering the Holocaust in its full horror,
without the comfort of retrospective meaning-
making (Shawon, 2024; Hagemann, 2023).
Impact on holocaust literature and ethical
discourse
Wiesel’s literary and ethical choices in Night have
had a lasting impact on Holocaust literature and
broader discussions on genocide representation.
His rejection of narrative closure and refusal to
impose meaning on suffering have influenced
contemporary writers exploring trauma and
witness literature (Siertsema, 2022; Schwartz,
Weller, & Winkel, 2021). The memoir serves as a
powerful counter-narrative to Holocaust denial,
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reinforcing the importance of firsthand testimony
in preserving historical truth (Michman, 2021;
Levin, 2021).

Additionally, Night has shaped ethical
discussions surrounding memory and
representation, raising questions about the moral
obligations of both survivors and readers

(Quigley, 2021; Goldwyn, 2021). Wiesel’s work
challenges readers to confront the uncomfortable
realities of human nature, compelling them to bear
witness to history without seeking moral
simplifications or convenient redemptions (Levin,
2021; Whitehorn, 2024).

Table 2. Key literary and ethical elements in Night

Element Explanation Supporting Scholars
Minimalist Prose Uses stark, unembellished language to convey Grindler (2021), Wunderli (2022),
Style trauma without romanticization. Buschmeier & Glesener (2024)
Ethical Dilemmas Highlights the moral compromises made for Helfgot (2021), von Kellenbach
survival, challenging notions of pure (2021),Jaya (2021)
victimhood.
Crisis of Faith Depicts the loss of religious faith due to Levin (2021), Michman (2021),
extreme suffering and divine silence. Hagemann (2023)
Rejection of Avoids redemptive arcs, leaving moral Goldwyn (2021), Hayes (2022), Teo
Sentimentalism questions unresolved. (2024)
Survival as Arbitrary  Frames survival as a product of chance rather Gudgel (2024), Stanton (2023),

than resilience or moral fortitude.

Shawon (2024)

In contrast to many Holocaust narratives that
frame survival through perseverance, Night
challenges these conventions by presenting a
bleak, unfiltered account of genocide. Wiesel’s
minimalist prose, emphasis on ethical dilemmas,
and rejection of redemptive closure make Night a
unique and powerful contribution to Holocaust
literature. By stripping away sentimentality and
forcing readers to confront moral ambiguity,
Wiesel ensures that Night remains an enduring
and unsettling testament to the Holocaust’s
horrors. Future research should examine how
Wiesel’s literary and ethical choices continue to
influence  contemporary  representations  of
genocide and trauma.

Evolution of the reception of night in educational
and literary discourse

Elie Wiesel’s Night has undergone a significant
transformation in terms of its reception,
transitioning from relative obscurity to becoming
a foundational text in Holocaust education and
literary studies. Initially, the book faced
challenges in gaining recognition due to the
limited public discourse on Holocaust survivor
narratives in the immediate postwar period
(Michman, 2021; Hayes, 2022). However, as
global awareness of Holocaust atrocities
increased, Night emerged as an essential text,
widely integrated into secondary and higher
education curricula worldwide (Bell, Schaffer, &
Gangwish, 2024; Gudgel, 2024).

Early reception and initial challenges

When Night was first published in Yiddish under
the title Un di velt hot geshvign (And the World

Remained Silent), it struggled to find a broad
readership. At the time, public discourse on the
Holocaust was still developing, and publishers
were hesitant to promote survivor testimonies,
fearing that audiences were not yet ready to
engage with such traumatic narratives (Michman,
2021; Levin, 2021). Additionally, the lack of
established frameworks for Holocaust literature
contributed to the text’s initial marginalization
(Helfgot, 2021; Matthews, 2023). Early literary
criticism did not place much emphasis on
firsthand survivor accounts, focusing instead on
historical documentation and political analyses of
World War Il (Shawon, 2024; Stanton, 2023).

Integration into education and literary canon

The 1960s and 1970s marked a turning point in
Night’s reception, coinciding with the rise of
Holocaust education initiatives and the increased
recognition of survivor narratives as critical
components of historical memory (Hagemann,
2023; Hayes, 2022). Wiesel’s 1986 Nobel Peace
Prize further elevated the text’s prominence,
reinforcing its role as both a literary masterpiece
and an ethical call to remembrance (Gudgel,
2024; von Kellenbach, 2021). Night began to be
widely adopted in schools, particularly in the
United States, as educators sought to teach
students about genocide, morality, and historical
injustice (Bell, Schaffer, & Gangwish, 2024,
Goldwyn, 2021).

The text’s accessibility has played a crucial
role in its educational impact. Unlike dense
historical accounts or philosophical treatises on
the Holocaust, Night presents a deeply personal
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and emotionally compelling narrative that fosters
empathy among readers (Jones-Katz, 2023;
Shawon, 2024). Its brevity, combined with its
powerful thematic depth, makes it an effective
tool for engaging students in discussions about
human rights, ethics, and the responsibilities of
witness literature (Grindler, 2021; Hayes, 2022).
Furthermore, Wiesel’s ability to convey profound
moral and existential dilemmas in simple yet
evocative language has solidified Night as a
crucial component of Holocaust studies and world
literature curricula (Bell, Schaffer, & Gangwish,
2024; Stanton, 2023).

Expansion into global discourse on genocide and
human rights
Beyond its role in Holocaust education, Night has
continued to shape broader discussions on
genocide prevention, human rights, and moral
responsibility (Volkova, 2021; Whitehorn, 2024).
The themes of memory, trauma, and ethical
witnessing resonate beyond the Holocaust,
making the text relevant to other historical
atrocities, including the Rwandan Genocide, the
Armenian Genocide, and contemporary refugee
crises (Schwartz, Weller, & Winkel, 2021;
Siertsema, 2022). Wiesel’s advocacy, including
his role as the chair of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Council, further reinforced Night’s
significance as a call to action against oppression
and injustice (Levin, 2021; Whitehorn, 2024).

In contemporary discourse, Night continues to
be referenced in debates on collective memory,
post-Holocaust ethics, and the responsibilities of

p-ISSN 2301-7554, e-1ISSN 2541-3643
https://journal.uniku.ac.id/index.php/ERJEE

survivors and historians (Shawon, 2024; Stanton,
2023). The memoir’s ongoing relevance in global
discussions on racism, discrimination, and
historical accountability highlights its lasting
impact on both literature and public consciousness
(Gudgel, 2024; Bell, Schaffer, & Gangwish,
2024).

Criticism and contemporary challenges

Despite its widespread acclaim, Night has also
been subject to critical debate. Some scholars
argue that its widespread use in educational
settings risks simplifying the Holocaust’s
complexity by focusing on individual testimony
rather than broader historical analysis (Helfgot,
2021; Hagemann, 2023). Others point to the
ethical implications of turning personal trauma
into a pedagogical tool, questioning whether
classroom discussions can fully capture the depth

of survivor experiences (Goldwyn, 2021;
Whitehorn, 2024).
Additionally, recent shifts in educational

policies and political debates on history curricula
have influenced the teaching of Night in various
contexts. In some regions, discussions of genocide
and systemic oppression have faced resistance,
raising concerns about the continued prioritization
of Holocaust literature in education (Schwartz,
Weller, & Winkel, 2021; von Kellenbach, 2021).
These challenges underscore the need for ongoing
engagement with Wiesel’s work, ensuring that its
lessons remain relevant in evolving social and
political landscapes (Davis & Meretoja, 2022;
Stanton, 2023).

Table 3. Evolution of the reception of Night

Period Reception & Impact

Scholarly Perspectives

1950s-1960s

Limited recognition; publishers hesitant due to

Michman (2021), Levin (2021),

Holocaust trauma still being a developing Helfgot (2021)
discourse.

1970s-1980s Growing integration into education and Hagemann (2023), Hayes (2022),
recognition of survivor testimony in historical Bell, Schaffer, & Gangwish (2024)
memory.

1990s-Present Widespread inclusion in global curricula; Volkova (2021), Whitehorn (2024),

influence on genocide studies and human rights

Schwartz, Weller, & Winkel (2021)

discourse.
Contemporary Criticism of oversimplification in education; Goldwyn (2021), Stanton (2023),
Challenges political resistance in some regions. von Kellenbach (2021)
The reception of Night has evolved aseducational and political landscapes continue to

significantly, from initial obscurity to becoming a
central text in Holocaust education and literary
studies. Its ability to engage readers emotionally,
its accessibility in educational settings, and its
role in global discussions on genocide and
memory have cemented its status as one of the
most influential Holocaust narratives. However,

shift, it remains critical to examine how Night is
taught and interpreted to ensure its lessons remain
impactful for future generations.

CONCLUSION
Elie Wiesel’s Night stands as a seminal work in
Holocaust literature, shaping the postwar literary
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landscape by offering a harrowing, firsthand
account of trauma, memory, and moral ambiguity.
Through a multidisciplinary lens, this study has
demonstrated how Night contributes to the
broader discourse on trauma literature, Holocaust
testimony, and ethical dilemmas surrounding
survival and faith. The fragmented narrative
structure, minimalist prose, and emphasis on
silence serve as literary techniques that align with
contemporary trauma theories, reinforcing how
survivors struggle to articulate suffering.
Additionally, Wiesel’s unflinching portrayal of
the moral breakdown under extreme conditions
challenges traditional heroic narratives,
highlighting the complexity of human endurance
in the face of genocide.

The study also underscores how Night
differentiates itself from other Holocaust memoirs
by resisting sentimentalism and offering an
unfiltered representation of suffering without
providing closure or redemption. Wiesel’s work
raises fundamental ethical questions about the role
of memory, the responsibilities of witnessing, and
the theological crisis induced by the Holocaust.
Unlike memoirs that emphasize resilience or post-
traumatic recovery, Night immerses readers in the
inescapable burden of survival, where loss,
silence, and moral compromise define existence
beyond the camps.

Furthermore, Night has played a
transformative role in educational and literary
discourse. From its initial struggle for recognition
to its current status as a foundational text in
Holocaust education, the memoir has influenced
historical consciousness, genocide prevention
discussions, and ethical debates on collective
memory. Its integration into curricula worldwide
ensures that future generations remain engaged
with the moral lessons of the Holocaust,
reinforcing the importance of testimony as a tool
for historical accountability.

Despite its enduring influence, Night also faces
contemporary challenges, particularly regarding
its pedagogical wuse and the risk of
oversimplification in  educational settings.
Scholars continue to debate the ethical
considerations of teaching survivor narratives, as
well as the political tensions surrounding
Holocaust literature in various regions. These
challenges underscore the need for continued
critical engagement with Night, ensuring that it
remains a vital part of Holocaust studies while
adapting to evolving academic and societal
contexts.

Ultimately, Night exemplifies how literature
serves as both a historical document and a moral
imperative. Wiesel’s testimony not only preserves
the memory of Holocaust atrocities but also
compels readers to reflect on the ethical
implications of bearing witness. Future research
should explore how Night continues to shape
contemporary discussions on trauma, human
rights, and literary representation, ensuring its
relevance in a world still grappling with the
consequences of historical violence and collective
memory.
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