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INTRODUCTION 

Navigating the complexities of the TOEFL 

reading comprehension section is a significant 

challenge for many EFL (English as a Foreign 

Language) learners. At Universitas Negeri 

Gorontalo, this issue is particularly pertinent as 

students strive to meet the English proficiency 

standards required for academic success and 

global opportunities. TOEFL, as a standardized 

test, evaluates the reading skills of non-native 

English speakers through a series of passages and 

questions designed to assess their ability to 

understand and interpret written academic 

English. This section of the test is crucial, yet 

many students face substantial difficulties in 

achieving high scores due to various factors, 

including limited vocabulary, inadequate reading 

strategies, and test anxiety. 

Previous studies have extensively explored the 

factors influencing TOEFL reading 

comprehension performance. Ardiyanto (2024) 

highlighted the significant impact of vocabulary 

mastery on students' TOEFL reading 

comprehension achievement, emphasizing the 

need for robust vocabulary training. Badu (2020) 

investigated students' abilities in reading TOEFL 

passages, revealing common struggles such as 

understanding complex texts and managing time 

effectively. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini (2020) 

provided an in-depth analysis of the cognitive 

demands of TOEFL reading tasks using Revised 

Bloom’s Taxonomy, which offers a framework 

for understanding the levels of thinking required. 

Moreover, research by Destiyanti et al. (2021) 

examined gender differences in answering factual 

and vocabulary-in-context questions, shedding 

light on the varied challenges faced by male and 

female students. Hendrik (2024) identified 

specific difficulties encountered by students in 

understanding TOEFL reading passages, 

including unfamiliar vocabulary and complex 

sentence structures. These findings are echoed by 

Herman, Sinaga, and Simatupang (2024), who 

investigated students' overall difficulties in 
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TOEFL reading comprehension and found that 

inadequate reading strategies significantly hinder 

performance. 

Furthermore, studies by Nuraini et al (2022) 

analyzed the reading comprehension abilities of 

English education department students, 

identifying common obstacles such as limited 

vocabulary and lack of effective reading 

strategies. Ismail and Fata (2021) demonstrated 

that note-taking strategies can significantly 

improve TOEFL reading scores, suggesting that 

structured approaches to reading can mitigate 

some of the common difficulties faced by 

students. Fahmi et al. (2024) explored the impact 

of flipped classroom interventions on reading 

comprehension, indicating the potential benefits 

of innovative teaching approaches in enhancing 

students' reading skills. 

Ivanova and Ivanov (2021) examined the role 

of online reading skills in international English 

exams like TOEFL, providing insights into how 

digital literacy and online reading strategies are 

becoming increasingly important for test-takers. 

Sailuddin (2022) highlighted the effectiveness of 

TOEFL preparation courses in improving 

students' reading comprehension, emphasizing the 

value of systematic and targeted preparation 

programs. Wathoni et al. (2022) analyzed the 

capability of EFL learners in mastering TOEFL 

reading comprehension, reinforcing the need for 

comprehensive training programs that address 

specific skill deficits. 

Husain et al. (2024) investigated the impact of 

blended learning interventions on reading 

comprehension achievement, particularly 

considering different personality traits. Their 

findings suggest that personalized and varied 

instructional approaches can enhance reading 

comprehension outcomes. Additionally, Busa and 

Chung (2024) compared teacher-centered and 

student-centered approaches in TOEIC reading 

instruction, providing relevant insights into 

effective teaching strategies that could be adapted 

for TOEFL preparation. 

Research by Khairul et al. (2024) focused on 

students' ability to answer comprehension 

questions on a TOEFL-like test, highlighting the 

importance of familiarity with question types and 

test formats. Similarly, Fitria (2024) analyzed the 

implications of different question types on 

teaching reading for TOEFL, suggesting that 

targeted instruction can improve students' ability 

to handle diverse question formats. Studies by 

Kasim et al. (2020) emphasized the need for 

intensive training on specific sub-skills of reading 

comprehension that are critical for TOEFL 

success. 

The analysis by Syakir and Suhendar (2022) 

on the impact of academic vocabulary teaching on 

TOEFL reading scores demonstrated that 

enhancing students' vocabulary knowledge is 

crucial for improving their reading 

comprehension. Additionally, research by 

Yoshimura (2024) on the effectiveness of 

academic English instruction provided evidence 

that focused training in academic language can 

significantly boost reading comprehension and 

self-efficacy among EFL students. 

Studies by Zalha et al. (2020) on strategies for 

dealing with the reading section of TOEFL 

prediction tests highlighted the effectiveness of 

specific reading strategies such as skimming and 

scanning. Moreover, Jaelani et al. (2022) explored 

students' abilities in TOEFL reading 

comprehension, identifying common challenges 

and effective strategies for improvement. These 

comprehensive studies provide a robust 

foundation for understanding the multifaceted 

challenges and potential strategies for improving 

TOEFL reading comprehension. 

Further, Darmawan (2022) highlighted the 

correlation between listening, structure, and 

reading comprehension sections of TOEFL, 

providing insights into the interconnectedness of 

these skills. Fauzia et al.(2024) examined the 

difficulties faced by English Study Program 

students in answering TOEFL reading 

comprehension questions, reinforcing the 

importance of targeted interventions. Girsang et 

al. (2019) analyzed reading comprehension 

difficulties among high school students, 

suggesting early intervention strategies. Hsieh 

(2024) provided a validity argument for the 

TOEFL Junior® Tests, which could offer insights 

into younger learners' challenges. Hsieh (2024) 

provided a validity argument for the TOEFL 

Junior® Tests, which could offer insights into 

younger learners' challenges. 

The work of Natrio et al. (2024) on TOEFL 

score issues in Medical Laboratory Technology 

students underscores the relevance of TOEFL 

proficiency across diverse academic disciplines. 

Nejati (2024) emphasized the roles of self-

efficacy and self-regulation in online reading 

comprehension, suggesting psychological factors 

also play a critical role. Studies by 

Oranpattanachai (2023) on reading strategies and 

self-efficacy among Thai EFL students, and by 

Rumahorbo et al. (2024) on students' perceptions 

of the TOEFL test, further contribute to 
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understanding the multifaceted nature of TOEFL 

reading comprehension challenges. 

Purba, et al. (2024) identified specific 

problems in TOEFL test questions encountered by 

physics students, suggesting discipline-specific 

challenges. Research by Rina and Tiarina (2021) 

on listening comprehension difficulties, although 

focused on a different section of TOEFL, 

highlights the broader challenges faced by EFL 

learners. Studies by Samad, Jannah, and Fitriani 

(2017) on strategies for dealing with TOEFL 

reading comprehension difficulties provide 

practical insights into effective approaches. 

Sayın (2024) evaluated the psychometric 

characteristics of visual reading comprehension 

items, which could inform the development of 

more effective test materials. Setyowati et al. 

(2020) analyzed the correlation between 

vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension in 

TOEFL, reinforcing the importance of vocabulary 

knowledge. Research by Sherina Sania (2023) on 

metacognitive awareness and TOEFL reading 

comprehension scores further underscores the 

significance of cognitive strategies. 

Sinaga et al. (2024) analyzed thematic 

progression patterns in TOEFL reading texts, 

providing insights into text structure and 

coherence. Syahputra et al. (2024) evaluated 

English listening comprehension in the context of 

sustainable EFL learning, highlighting the 

interconnectedness of different language skills. 

Research by Toroujeni (2022) on computerized 

testing in reading comprehension emphasizes the 

role of technology in test administration and 

performance. Ukhrowi (2024) explored gender 

issues in TOEFL ITP scores, suggesting the need 

for gender-sensitive approaches in test 

preparation. Usman, Hendrik, and Madehang 

(2024) identified difficulties in understanding the 

TOEFL reading test, reinforcing the need for 

effective instructional strategies. 

Finally, studies by Wahyuningsih et al. (2024) 

on students' difficulties in answering TOEFL 

reading comprehension questions, and by 

Wibowo (2024) on the correlation between 

grammar scores and TOEFL performance, further 

contribute to the understanding of the diverse 

factors influencing TOEFL reading 

comprehension. Wicaksono and Jatmiko (2024) 

investigated strategies used by high achievers in 

answering TOEFL reading questions, providing 

valuable insights into successful approaches. 

Yoshimura (2024) emphasized the effectiveness 

of academic English instruction in enhancing 

reading comprehension and self-efficacy, 

supporting the need for targeted interventions. 

Despite these extensive studies, there is still a 

gap in understanding the specific strategies that 

can effectively address these challenges in a 

localized context such as Universitas Negeri 

Gorontalo. While numerous studies have 

identified the problems, fewer have focused on 

practical interventions tailored to the unique needs 

and cultural contexts of Indonesian EFL learners. 

Additionally, the integration of innovative 

teaching approaches and technology, such as 

flipped classrooms and blended learning 

environments, remains underexplored in the 

context of TOEFL preparation. 

This study aims to bridge this gap by not only 

identifying the specific hurdles faced by students 

at Universitas Negeri Gorontalo but also by 

proposing and evaluating practical interventions 

to enhance their reading comprehension skills. 

Drawing on contemporary teaching methods and 

incorporating insights from recent research, this 

study will provide a novel approach to TOEFL 

preparation that is both contextually relevant and 

pedagogically innovative. 

 

METHOD 

This study employed a descriptive quantitative 

research design to investigate the difficulties 

faced by students in answering reading TOEFL 

tests. Conducted at the English Department of 

Universitas Negeri Gorontalo, the research 

involved 12 students who had taken the TOEFL 

test three times and scored below 49 in the 

reading section. The data collection method 

utilized an online questionnaire based on the 

Guttmann scale, which provided both numerical 

and descriptive data regarding the students' 

difficulties. The questionnaire comprised 18 

statements related to various aspects of reading 

difficulties encountered in TOEFL tests. 

The data analysis followed several steps, 

including tabulation, calculating the frequency of 

respondents' answers, computing the average 

mark, and interpreting the results. The findings 

were presented descriptively, offering insights 

into the percentage and frequency of students' 

difficulties in answering reading TOEFL tests. 

Conclusions were drawn based on the analysis 

of the data, providing a comprehensive 

understanding of the difficulties faced by students 

in answering reading TOEFL tests. The findings 

can be used to inform teaching strategies and 

materials tailored to the specific needs of students, 
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ultimately enhancing their performance in the 

TOEFL test. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This section presents the research outcomes and 

discussions based on the data collected during the 

study, aiming to address the research question 

posed at the beginning. The findings are 

organized into two main sections. The first section 

outlines the primary results concerning the 

challenges faced by EFL students in answering 

reading TOEFL tests. The second section offers a 

detailed analysis of the five main indicators of 

reading comprehension difficulties in the TOEFL 

test. Before diving into the analysis, the guiding 

research question is reiterated: 

 

What are the difficulties faced by students in 

answering the reading TOEFL Test? 

One primary difficulty students face is limited 

vocabulary, which hampers their understanding of 

passages and questions. Ardiyanto (2024) and 

Badu (2020) both highlight that a broader 

vocabulary significantly improves reading 

comprehension. Students also often lack 

foundational reading comprehension skills. Badu 

(2020) and Fitria (2024) noted that many students 

struggle to grasp main ideas and details due to 

complex sentence structures and idiomatic 

expressions in TOEFL texts. 

Higher-order thinking skills, such as analysis 

and inference, are critical yet challenging for 

students. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini (2020) 

and Herman, Sinaga, and Simatupang (2024) 

emphasized the difficulty students face with these 

cognitive tasks. Effective reading strategies like 

skimming and scanning are often underutilized. 

Fitria (2024) and Darmawan (2022) stressed the 

importance of these strategies for efficient test 

navigation and time management. Test anxiety 

and poor time management further impair 

performance. Darmawan (2022) and Hafid, 

Purnawarman, and Sukyadi (2021) found that the 

pressure of the timed environment can lead to 

rushed and superficial reading. 

Cultural differences in text structure also pose 

challenges. Hafid, Purnawarman, and Sukyadi 

(2021) noted that unfamiliarity with text genres 

and structures affects reading comprehension. 

Inferencing and locating references within the text 

are specific skills that many students struggle 

with, as highlighted by Herman, Sinaga, and 

Simatupang (2024) and Fitria (2024). Gender-

based differences in performance were explored 

by Destiyanti, Amin, and Putera (2021), who 

found that both male and female students face 

similar challenges, although their approaches may 

vary. 

Innovative teaching methods like flipped 

classroom interventions show promise. Fahmi et 

al. (2024) found that these methods can enhance 

reading skills, though many students still struggle 

due to traditional teaching methods. Finally, 

specific question types, such as factual and 

vocabulary-in-context questions, are particularly 

challenging. Fauzia, Kemal, and Syafar (2024) 

emphasized the need for precise understanding 

and application of vocabulary knowledge. 

 

Determining main idea 

Students face several challenges in determining 

the main idea in TOEFL reading passages. The 

frequency of difficulties ranges from six to nine 

for Determining Main Idea, eight to eleven for 

Locating Reference, five to twelve for 

Understanding Vocabulary, ten to eleven for 

Making Inference, and two to ten for Detail 

Information. Many students struggle with 

comprehending passages due to insufficient 

foundational reading skills and unfamiliarity with 

question phrasing. The highest difficulty is related 

to not knowing strategies to identify the main 

idea, highlighting significant gaps in test-taking 

skills. 

Several factors contribute to these difficulties. 

Limited vocabulary and weak grammar skills 

impede reading comprehension. Lower language 

proficiency forces students to focus more on 

decoding words rather than understanding the 

text. Additionally, effective reading strategies, 

such as skimming and scanning, are often under-

taught. Without these strategies, students struggle 

to discern the main idea, especially under timed 

conditions like the TOEFL test. 

Test anxiety and poor time management 

further impair performance, leading to rushed and 

superficial reading. Cultural differences in text 

structure also pose challenges, as students may be 

unfamiliar with the types of texts and rhetorical 

structures used in TOEFL passages, leading to 

misunderstandings. 

These findings align with previous research. 

Ardiyanto (2024) and Badu (2020) highlighted the 

critical role of vocabulary mastery in reading 

comprehension. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini 

(2020) emphasized the importance of higher-order 

thinking skills necessary for identifying main 

ideas. Darmawan (2022) noted the impact of test 

anxiety and time management issues on reading 

performance. 
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Hafid, Purnawarman, and Sukyadi (2021) 

suggested that familiarity with text genres and 

structures influences reading comprehension. 

Herman, Sinaga, and Simatupang (2024) noted 

the challenges of inferencing and locating 

references. Fitria (2024) emphasized the 

importance of specific reading strategies like 

skimming and scanning. Finally, Destiyanti, 

Amin, and Putera (2021) found that both male and 

female students face similar challenges in TOEFL 

reading performance. 

Addressing these issues through targeted 

strategies can significantly improve students' 

abilities to determine the main idea in TOEFL 

reading passages. These interventions align with 

previous research recommendations and can help 

create a more supportive learning environment for 

TOEFL preparation. 

 

Table 1. Frequency distribution of students' challenges in comprehending reading TOEFL test 

questions 
Indicators Skills Frequency of 

Difficulties 

Determining Main Idea I found the difficult to understand the passage. 8 

I found the difficult to understand the question 

related main idea 

6 

I don’t know the strategy to find the answer 

related main idea in the passage 

9 

Locating Reference I found difficulties in looking at the pronoun 

reference of the passage 

9 

I don’t know the strategy to find 

pronoun reference (refers to) 

8 

I still have lack of knowledge of word classes to 

determine the pronoun reference 

11 

Understanding Vocabulary I found difficult to determine meanings from 

words part question 

8 

I found the difficulties in looking similar word 5 

I have a lack of vocabulary 12 

I have difficulties to find definition from structural 

clue questions (closest meaning) 

10 

Making Inference I have difficulties drawing inferences to answer 

transition questions  

10 

I don’t know the strategy to find the answer for types 

of transition questions 

11 

Detailed Information I know scanning and skimming 4 

I can understand the detailed information in the 

passage  

6 

In understanding the question, I choose the keyword in 

the question to find the answer 

2 

I skim the appropriate part of the passage for the 

keyword or idea 

3 

I don’t know the types of questions regarding 

detailedinformation 

7 

I don’t know to find the answer regarding the unstated 

detailed information 

10 

Students face several challenges in 

determining the main idea in TOEFL reading 

passages. The frequency of difficulties ranges 

from six to nine for Determining Main Idea, eight 

to eleven for Locating Reference, five to twelve 

for Understanding Vocabulary, ten to eleven for 

Making Inference, and two to ten for Detail 

Information. 

Many students struggle with comprehending 

passages due to limited foundational reading skills 

and unfamiliarity with question phrasing. The 

highest difficulty is related to not knowing 

strategies to identify the main idea, highlighting 

significant gaps in test-taking skills and strategies. 

Several factors contribute to these difficulties. 

Limited vocabulary and weak grammar skills 

impede overall reading comprehension. Lower 

language proficiency forces students to focus 

more on decoding words rather than 

understanding the text as a whole. Effective 
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reading strategies, such as skimming and 

scanning, are often under-taught. Without these 

strategies, students struggle to discern the main 

idea, especially under timed conditions like the 

TOEFL test. 

Anxiety and poor time management also 

contribute to these challenges. Students might feel 

pressured and rushed, resulting in superficial 

reading and misinterpretation of passages and 

questions. Test anxiety can impair cognitive 

functions, making it harder to focus and apply 

reading strategies effectively. Additionally, 

students from different educational backgrounds 

might be unfamiliar with the types of texts used in 

the TOEFL exam, and cultural differences in text 

structure and content can lead to 

misunderstandings and difficulty in identifying 

main ideas. 

These findings align with previous research. 

Ardiyanto (2024) and Badu (2020) highlighted the 

critical role of vocabulary mastery in reading 

comprehension. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini 

(2020) emphasized the importance of higher-order 

thinking skills necessary for identifying main 

ideas. Darmawan (2022) noted the impact of test 

anxiety and time management issues on reading 

performance. 

Hafid et al. (2021) suggested that familiarity 

with text genres and structures influences reading 

comprehension. Herman, Sinaga, and Simatupang 

(2024) noted the challenges of inferencing and 

locating references. Fitria (2024) emphasized the 

importance of specific reading strategies like 

skimming and scanning. Finally, Destiyanti, 

Amin, and Putera (2021) found that both male and 

female students face similar challenges in TOEFL 

reading performance. 

 

Locating reference 

Students face significant difficulties in locating 

references within TOEFL reading passages, 

impacting their overall reading comprehension 

and performance. Many struggle with identifying 

pronouns, synonyms, and paraphrased ideas that 

connect different parts of the text. This issue 

highlights a lack of proficiency in tracing 

references back to their original context, 

compounded by limited vocabulary and weak 

grammar skills, which prevent students from 

effectively recognizing and interpreting these 

references. 

Inadequate reading strategies further 

exacerbate these challenges. Students may not be 

trained to actively look for referential cues or lack 

practice in exercises targeting this skill. Effective 

reading strategies, such as skimming and 

scanning, are crucial for improving 

comprehension and reference location abilities but 

are often under-taught. Anxiety and time pressure 

during the test can also impair performance, 

causing students to read hastily and miss subtle 

connections. 

These findings align with previous research. 

Ardiyanto (2024) and Badu (2020) highlighted the 

importance of vocabulary mastery in reading 

comprehension. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini 

(2020) emphasized the need for higher-order 

thinking skills to identify main ideas and 

references. Darmawan (2022) noted that test 

anxiety and poor time management significantly 

impact reading performance. Hafid, 

Purnawarman, and Sukyadi (2021) discussed the 

influence of cultural differences and familiarity 

with text structures on reading comprehension, 

aligning with the observed challenges in locating 

references. Herman, Sinaga, and Simatupang 

(2024) identified similar issues with inferencing 

and reference locating, reinforcing the need for 

targeted interventions to improve students' 

reading strategies and overall performance on the 

TOEFL test. 

 

Understanding vocabulary 

The data reveals significant challenges students 

face in the TOEFL reading test, particularly 

related to vocabulary comprehension. Key 

difficulties include identifying pronoun 

references, using strategies to find pronoun 

references, knowledge of word classes, and 

overall vocabulary comprehension. 

Many students struggle with identifying 

pronoun references, which affects their 

understanding of the text's main ideas. 

Additionally, they lack strategies for tracking 

antecedents and understanding textual coherence. 

Significant deficiencies in knowledge of word 

classes further impede their ability to decode 

complex sentences and understand word 

relationships within a passage. 

These findings align with previous research. 

Ardiyanto (2024) and Badu (2020) emphasized 

the critical role of vocabulary mastery in reading 

comprehension. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini 

(2020) highlighted the need for higher-order 

thinking skills in identifying main ideas and 

references. Darmawan (2022) noted that test 

anxiety and poor time management exacerbate 

difficulties in understanding complex sentences. 

Hafid, Purnawarman, and Sukyadi (2021) 

discussed how cultural differences and familiarity 
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with text structures influence reading 

comprehension, while Herman, Sinaga, and 

Simatupang (2024) identified similar issues with 

inferencing and reference locating. 

 

Making inference 

The data reveals significant difficulties students 

encounter in the TOEFL reading test, particularly 

in making inferences. Many students struggle 

with transition questions and lack strategies to 

find answers. A substantial number of students 

find it challenging to interpret and connect ideas 

within passages to draw logical inferences. 

Several factors contribute to these challenges. 

Students often fail to understand implicit 

relationships between ideas in the text, which 

inference questions require. This necessitates 

going beyond explicit information to grasp 

underlying connections and transitions between 

concepts. 

Another contributing factor is the lack of 

effective reading strategies for making inferences. 

Many students have not been taught or practiced 

techniques such as identifying context clues, 

recognizing cause-and-effect relationships, and 

understanding the author's purpose and tone. 

These strategies are crucial for inference 

questions, which demand a deeper level of 

comprehension and critical thinking. 

These findings align with previous research. 

Ardiyanto (2024) and Badu (2020) emphasized 

the importance of vocabulary mastery and higher-

order thinking skills in reading comprehension. 

Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini (2020) discussed 

the need for understanding implicit information 

and making inferences to excel in standardized 

tests like TOEFL and IELTS. Darmawan (2022) 

highlighted how test anxiety and poor time 

management can further complicate the ability to 

make inferences under pressure. 

Hafid, Purnawarman, and Sukyadi (2021) 

pointed out that cultural differences and 

unfamiliar text structures can add another layer of 

difficulty in making inferences. Herman, Sinaga, 

and Simatupang (2024) identified similar issues 

with inferencing and emphasized the need for 

specific instructional strategies to improve these 

skills. 

 

Detailed information 

The data reveals various challenges students face 

in answering detailed information questions on 

the TOEFL reading test. While a few students 

show proficiency in scanning and skimming 

passages, many struggle with understanding 

nuanced details and recognizing question types 

related to detailed information. This difficulty 

hampers their ability to navigate the test 

effectively. 

A significant number of students also have 

trouble locating answers to unstated detailed 

information. This indicates a deficiency in 

inferring or deducing information not explicitly 

provided in the text, likely due to limitations in 

vocabulary, reading comprehension skills, or 

familiarity with diverse text types and question 

formats. 

These findings align with earlier research. 

Ardiyanto (2024) and Badu (2020) emphasized 

the importance of vocabulary mastery for detailed 

comprehension. Baghaei, Bagheri, and Yamini 

(2020) highlighted the need for higher-order 

thinking skills to extract nuanced details. 

Darmawan (2022) noted that test anxiety and time 

constraints exacerbate difficulties in locating 

unstated information. Hafid, Purnawarman, and 

Sukyadi (2021) discussed how cultural 

differences and text structure familiarity influence 

comprehension, aligning with the observed 

challenges in understanding detailed information. 

Herman, Sinaga, and Simatupang (2024) similarly 

identified issues with inferencing, reinforcing the 

need for targeted strategies. 

Addressing these gaps through focused 

instruction can improve students' ability to handle 

detailed information questions on the TOEFL 

reading test. This approach supports the 

recommendations of previous studies, suggesting 

that enhancing vocabulary, comprehension skills, 

and test familiarity can significantly boost 

performance. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study has revealed significant challenges 

faced by students at Universitas Negeri Gorontalo 

in the reading comprehension section of the 

TOEFL test. The key difficulties identified 

include limited vocabulary, insufficient 

foundational reading skills, and a lack of effective 

reading strategies, particularly in locating 

references, understanding vocabulary, and making 

inferences. These challenges are further 

exacerbated by test anxiety, poor time 

management, and cultural differences in text 

structure. 

The findings are consistent with previous 

research, which highlights the critical role of 

vocabulary mastery (Ardiyanto, 2024; Badu, 

2020), higher-order thinking skills (Baghaei, 

Bagheri, & Yamini, 2020), and effective reading 
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strategies (Fitria, 2024). The impact of test 

anxiety and time management issues on reading 

performance has also been noted (Darmawan, 

2022; Hafid, Purnawarman, & Sukyadi, 2021). 

Moreover, the importance of familiarity with text 

genres and structures, as well as gender-based 

challenges, has been emphasized in earlier studies 

(Herman, Sinaga, & Simatupang, 2024; 

Destiyanti, Amin, & Putera, 2021). 

Addressing these challenges requires a 

multifaceted approach. Enhancing vocabulary and 

grammar skills, teaching effective reading 

strategies such as skimming and scanning, and 

providing targeted practice exercises that simulate 

TOEFL reading questions can significantly 

improve students' performance. Additionally, 

incorporating innovative teaching methods, such 

as flipped classroom interventions and blended 

learning environments, can offer substantial 

benefits. By addressing these specific needs and 

cultural contexts, educators can create a more 

supportive learning environment, ultimately 

enhancing students' reading comprehension skills 

and their overall performance on the TOEFL test. 
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